assignments 


1. Fri 29 Sept 

CMS Assignment—ethical issues in contemporary doc’y 

Using Nichols chapter on ethical issues as a starting point, choose an appropriate 
contemporary documentary and discuss what issues it raises and what rhetorical 
strategies it employs to make its point. 

Spike Lee, After the Levees Broke (HBO, current) 

Patricia Foulkrod, The Ground Truth (Iraq combat aftermatch, current) 

Kirby Dick, This Film is Not Yet Rated (The MPAA ratings system, currrent) 

Errol Morris, The Fog of War (on Robert Macnamara, Sec’y of Defense during Vietnam 
War) 

Judith Helfand, Blue Vinyl (toxic pollution in vinyl siding) 

Andrew Jarecki, Capturing the Friedmans (questionable accusations of pedophilic 
assault) 

Davis Guggenheim, An Inconvenient Truth (Gore on environmental issues) 

Morgan Spurlock, Supersize Me (McDonald’s) 

If in doubt, choose a Michael Moore documentary and do a quick search for the 
controversies that surround his film s . 

Roger and Me 
Bowling for Columbine 
Fahrenheit 9/11 


2. Fri 7 Oct 

CMS assignment—audio documentary 
Details to follow 


3. Friday 13 Oct 

CMS assignment—1930s—40s, US and UK additional screening 

Song of Ceylon 

lyrical study of (now) Sri Lanka; imperial doc’y at its best 

British Documentary Movement (7 tapes) (choose one) 
collection of all the best known Brit Docs of 30s, 40s 

Why We Fight (7 programs) 
the classic WW2 propaganda film s 

The Town 

Von Sternberg’s only doc’y, for WW2 propaganda 



Power and the Land 

Lorenz classic 30s Doc’y 

Fight for Life 

Pare Lorenz doc’y on the Chicago Maternity Center, a resource for home delivery 

The Battle of Midway 

WW2 doc’y by John Ford 


4. Fri 20 Oct 

CMS assignment—audience study 

Find a documentary that is being screened as part of a political or advocacy or 
educational (not a classroom) or action-oriented event. Attend it with a live audience 
and observe both the documentary and the audience reaction and discussion following the 
screening. Write up a report on the event. 

5. Fri 3 Nov 

No CMS assignment—work on paper 

6 . Friday 10 Nov 

CMS—cinema verite (choose one from list) 

Salesman 

classic cv film on Bible salesmen; a model of tight editing 

Harlan County, USA 

cv study of unionizing in the Kentucky coal mines by Barbara Kopple 

Le Joli Mai 

classic direct cinema docy; interviews with Parisians at the end of the Algerian War 

Any of Fred Wiseman’s film s such as : Titicut Follies, Public Housing, Primate, 

Meat, High School, Domestic Violence 


7. Friday 17 Nov 

CMS—Grey Gardens (on reserve, 94 min.) 



